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At a press conference on July 21, 
2020, Jim Provance of the Toledo 
Blade asked if the whole 
Householder/HB 6 scandal could 
have happened if there were 
good disclosure laws and 
DeVillers answered, "I don't see 
how it  possibly could have."



Welcom



What do we know about Partners for 
Progress? 

● Partners for Progress Inc. was formed on February 8, 
2017 – the same date listed for “Energy Pass-through” 
in the federal complaint.

● Payments from the “Energy Pass-Through” to 
Generation Now alleged in the complaint match sums 
that Partners for Progress paid to Generation Now on 
the nonprofit’s 2018 tax form.

https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/2020/07/23/firstenergy-denies-wrongdoing-as-dewine-calls-for-repeal-and-replace-of-nuke-plant-bailout/42252975/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/politics/2020/07/23/gov-dewines-top-lobbyist-once-led-dark-money-group-accused-of-wiring-contributions-in-ohio-bribery-s/41802245/


What do we know about Partners for 
Progress’ connection to Consumers Against 
Deceptive Fees? 

● Partners for Progress, a 501(c)(4) group exclusively 
funded by FirstEnergy Service Company and based in 
Cleveland, reported that it paid $200,000 to Consumers 
Against Deceptive Fees in 2019 on its latest annual 
Form 990 report to the IRS.

● Consumers Against Deceptive Fees reported $200,000 
in revenue for 2019 to the IRS, meaning it was entirely 
funded by Partners for Progress.

https://www.cleveland.com/cityhall/2020/12/dark-money-linked-to-house-bill-6-scandal-funds-group-critical-of-cleveland-public-power-records-show.html
https://www.cleveland.com/cityhall/2020/12/dark-money-linked-to-house-bill-6-scandal-funds-group-critical-of-cleveland-public-power-records-show.html
https://beta.documentcloud.org/documents/20436497-partners-for-progress-2019-form-990
https://beta.documentcloud.org/documents/20436497-partners-for-progress-2019-form-990
https://beta.documentcloud.org/documents/20445057-consumers-against-deceptive-fees-form-990-2019
https://beta.documentcloud.org/documents/20445057-consumers-against-deceptive-fees-form-990-2019


What don’t we know?

● What is the source of the $350,000 Consumers Against 
Deceptive Fees raised in 2018? Partners for Progress
did not report any grants or contributions to Consumers 
Against Deceptive Fees to the IRS for 2018.  Did that 
money also originate from FirstEnergy in some other 
way?

https://beta.documentcloud.org/documents/20445058-consumers-against-deceptive-fees-form-990-2018
https://beta.documentcloud.org/documents/20445058-consumers-against-deceptive-fees-form-990-2018
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/815115485/06_2020_prefixes_75-82%2F815115485_201812_990O_2020061117187183


What do we know about Cleveland 
Illuminating Electric? 

Cleveland Electric Illuminating (CEI) paid the FirstEnergy 
Service Company (FESC), for “Local Affairs and Economic 
Development” services. CEI paid FESC $4,364,602 for 
local affairs and economic development services from 
2017-2019, according to annual reports on file with FERC, 
including $1,472,292 in 2017, $1,428,399 in 2018, and
$1,463,911 in 2019.

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/7215312-Cleveland-Illuminating-Company-FERC-FORM-1-2017.html#document/p175/a582952
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/7215312-Cleveland-Illuminating-Company-FERC-FORM-1-2017.html#document/p175/a582952
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/7215316-Cleveland-Electric-Illuminating-Company-FERC.html#document/p180/a582943
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/7215316-Cleveland-Electric-Illuminating-Company-FERC.html#document/p180/a582943
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/7215315-Cleveland-Electric-Illuminating-Company-FERC.html#document/p185/a582953


What don’t we know? 

Did Cleveland ratepayers fund part of 
Cleveland Electric Illuminating’s $4.3 million in 
payments to the FirstEnergy Service Company 
for “local affairs” services from 2017-2019?




	Testimony by 
Catherine Turcer

Before the Cleveland City Council Utilities Committee 
January 12, 2021  
	David Devillers, US Attorney       
	Welcom
	What do we know about Partners for Progress? 
	What do we know about Partners for Progress’ connection to Consumers Against Deceptive Fees? 
	What don’t we know?
	What do we know about Cleveland Illuminating Electric? 
	What don’t we know? 
	Slide Number 9

