
Ordinance No. 1222-2022 
 
 
By Council Member Howse 
 
 

 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 

To supplement the Codified Ordinances of 
Cleveland, Ohio, 1976, by amending Section 
443.05 as amended by Ordinance No. 1510-
2019, passed December 2, 2019, related to 
Inspection Prior to Licensing Vehicles. 
 

  
 
WHEREAS, this ordinance constitutes an emergency measure providing for the 

immediate preservation of the public peace, property, health, or safety; now, therefore, 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLEVELAND: 

Section 1. That the Codified Ordinances are supplemented by amending 

Section 443.05 as amended by Ordinance No. 1510-2019, passed December 2, 2019, to 

read as follows: 

 Section 443.05  Inspection Prior to Licensing Vehicles; Fee 

    (a)   No license shall be granted for a vehicle over four (4) years old, except 

that an existing license for a vehicle not more than seven (7) eight (8) years old may be 

renewed if the Commissioner of Assessments and Licenses determines, after careful 

inspection of the vehicle, that it is in a thoroughly safe condition for the transportation 

of passengers, clean, fit, of good appearance, and well painted. For purposes of this 

section, the age of the vehicle shall be determined by comparing the calendar year in 

which the application for license is being considered to the model year of the vehicle. 

    (b)   When licenses or renewals of existing licenses are issued for any 

public hacks which may have been disabled, disqualified, sold or may otherwise not be 

available at the time of the granting of such licenses, no such vehicle which may 

thereafter be acquired for use in connection with any such licenses shall be placed in 

operation until it has been thoroughly and carefully inspected and examined and found 

to be in a thoroughly safe condition for the transportation of passengers, clean, fit, of 

good appearance and well painted. The Commissioner of Assessments and Licenses 

shall thereafter make inspections of such vehicles at least semiannually and may make 

inspections more frequently at his or her discretion. 

    (c)   The Commissioner shall refuse to permit the operation of any vehicle 

found by him or her to be unfit or unsuited for public patronage or to which a taximeter 

or acceptable radio receiver and transmitter is not affixed. He or she shall examine any 

taximeter attached to any public hack and see that the same is accurate before 

permitting the use thereof upon any public hack which may be placed in operation. The 

Commissioner is authorized and empowered to establish reasonable rules and 

regulations for the inspection of public hacks and their appurtenances, construction and 

condition of fitness. 

    (d)   The Commissioner is authorized to charge and collect an inspection 

fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) per hour, or any portion thereof, for any inspection 

performed under this section. 

 
Section 2.  That this ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure and, 

provided it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to 

Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage and approval by 

the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 

allowed by law. 
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