LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY
Mayor’s Office of Capital Projects
Division of Real Estate

Property Adoption Agreement for a Portion of Rockefeller Park for the
Jesse Owens Olympic Tree and Memorial Walk

Ordinance No: 1080-2021

Legislative Purpose: To authorize the Director of Public Works to enter
into a property adoption agreement with University
Circle, Inc. to improve and maintain a portion of
Rockefeller Park located immediately north of the
Rockefeller Park Lagoon for the Jesse Owens
Olympic Tree and Memorial Walk.

Project Summary: Olympic medalist and Clevelander Jesse Owens was
given 4 Olympic (English) Oak Trees at the 1936
Berlin Olympics — one for each gold medal. He
planted one at his mother’s house in Cleveland, one
at Rhodes High School, one at the Ohio State
University, and one died before he could plant it.

The oak at Rhodes High School has been aging and
in 2017 Holden Forest and Gardens completed a
grafting technique to essentially clone the tree. In
April 2021 in partnership with Old Brooklyn
Community Development Corporation, Holden Forest
and Gardens, University Circle, Inc. and Holden
Parks Trust, the first cloned tree from the original
tree was planted in Rockefeller Park within the
circular walking path just north of the Rockefeller
Park Lagoon.

In spring 2022 University Circle, Inc. proposes to
improve and maintain the grassy knoll where the
oak is located with a seating wall, public art, and 4
memorial markers, as well as improve the
surrounding 200 meter walking path with a new
walking surface. Additional landscaping, a bike rack,
and additional seating area may be added now or in
the future if funding allows.

Permanent Parcel No.: Portion of PPN 107-01-001



Location:

Term:

Cost:

Ward:

Attachments:

The grassy knoll and walking path immediately north
of Rockefeller Park Lagoon.

Three (3) year initial term; renew automatically on a
yearly basis thereafter unless terminated by either

party.

No charge to City for improving or maintaining the
park.

Ward 7 (Councilmember Basheer Jones)

Location Map; Renderings of Improvements
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