
Fir s t  Ye a r  Cle ve la n d ’s  Ch a rg e

Increase understanding of inequities in infant mortality
Provide support for programs and community organizations

Advocate for policy and systems changes



Community - Driven
Convening, Investment, Advocacy

Listen to families and providers and do what 
they ask.

Address upstream drivers of infant mortality 
and downstream impacts when families are 
denied what they need to thrive.
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Neighborhoods with
Highest Infant Mortality
Rates:

KINSMAN

GOODRICH -KIRTLAND PARK 

LEE-SEVILLE 

COLLINWOOD_NOTTINGHA

M SAINT CLAIR-SUPERIOR 

MOUNT PLEASANT

GLENVILLE

Source: Ohio Department of Health - Bureau of Vital Statistics; 2024 data are preliminary



Convening Partners

Open to all, responsive to community needs/requests

Topics: housing, maternal mental health, education & 
workforce development, civic engagement, 
accountable healthcare, building capacity/funding 



Responsive Grantmaking & 
Investment

> $7 million from 2022 -2024

• OH Dept of Medicaid —FYC administers approx. 
$2.4M/year to 9 partner organizations; over 4,000 
served from 2022 -2024

• Mini -Grants —over 40 $5,000 mini grants to 
organizations to purchase car seats and diapers, 
invest in training & technology to serve more

• $50,000+ RFPs —provided mental health + billing 
practitioners, community leader training, lactation 
training, car seats, Cribs4Kids sustainability

• Housing RFP — up to $50,000 to provide 
emergency utility and rental assistance in response 
to housing crisis for pregnant/parenting families

• Healthy Beginnings at Home - providing housing 
to 30 pregnant women





Looking ahead
• Identify and implement shared strategies across health 

systems to ensure optimal patient experience and 
outcomes

• Identify and implement strategies to address social 
determinants that impact pregnant and parenting families

• Create and implement risk reduction model for safe sleep
• Create platform to increase community participation in 

advocacy work
• Launch mobile app FYConnects



For more information, visit us 
at

www.firstyearcleveland.org

www.lightingthewayto1.org

http://www.firstyearcleveland.org/
http://www.lightingthewayto1.org/
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