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Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church

15309 Harvard Avenue





Rev. Allen G. Youngblood

• Ordained Philadelphia Lutheran Seminary - 1945

• Organized Annunciation Lutheran Church in Philadelphia (1945-1952)

• Organized Ascension Lutheran Church in Toledo (1952-1960)

• Came to Cleveland to organize a Lutheran Church on the east side of 
Cleveland (1960)

• Services begun at the Masonic Temple of York Masons, 13512 
Kinsman Road on November 27, 1960 with 9 members



Lutheran Church Recent History

• 1960 – American Lutheran Church (ALC)

• 1962 – Lutheran Church in America (LCA)
• Merger of four organizations

• United Lutheran Church in America
• Augustana Lutheran Church
• American Evangelical Lutheran Church
• Suomi Synod

• 1976 – Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches (AELC)

• The Lutheran Church in America merged with the American Lutheran
Church and the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in 1988
to form the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA)



Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church

• Moved to current location, a
former carry-out liquor store in
1962

• Purchased by the Home Mission
Board of the Ohio Synod

• First service in this building was
on April 1, 1962

• Church officially organized on
June 10, 1962





Ohio Synod (LCA)
• Formed in September 1962

• Comprised of 337 congregations and 390 ministers

• Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church was the first to be received into the new synod sponsored by the Board
of American Missions of the United Lutheran Church on September 14, 1962



A New Church

• “Mid-century design, influenced by Usonian architecture, is unusual
in that it employs the screen sub-style of modern – a style more often
reserved for office rather than ecclesiastical buildings.” – The Making
of Cleveland’s Black Suburb in the City: Lee-Seville & Lee – Harvard

• Cost of $145,000

• Architects Whitley & Whitley, Inc.





Family of Architects and Planners 
William and James Whitley 

• First African American twin brothers registered as architects in the
State of Ohio

• One of the oldest African American Architectural firms still in
practice in the State of Ohio with over 60 years of design
excellence.

• Firm established in 1963 by James Whitley

R. Joyce Whitley

• Possibly the first African-American woman City Planner & 

Urban Designer in the United States (Chicago, 1963)

• Roosevelt Island Housing Community

• Chief Planning Advisor for the Model Cities Administration

• Cleveland Planning Commission (1975 - 1976)

Scott Whitley 
• Second Generation Architect
• President of Whitley/Whitley Architects 2009 - Present

















Groundbreaking: July 7, 1965











First Service: December 12, 1965























Significance

• Its character, interest or value is part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of
the City, State or the United States.

• Its identification is with a person who significantly contributed to the culture and development of
the City.

• The historic property exemplifies the cultural, economic, social or historic heritage of the City.

• The historic property is identified with the work of a master builder, designer, architect, engineer
or landscape architect whose work has influenced the development of the area, community, state
or nation.

• The historic property embodies elements of architectural design, detail, materials, or
craftsmanship which represent a significant architectural innovation.

• The historic property relates to other distinctive areas which are eligible for preservation
activities, based on a historic, cultural, or architectural motif.

• The historic property’s location or its singular physical characteristics represent the establishment
or are a familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community or City.
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