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MAY 11, 1978



Heisman Marker



OR IS IT?



Raising Questions

• Here was born (October 3, 1869)

• Cuyahoga County birth records

• Sarah Heisman family Bible

– October 23, 1869



Raising Questions

• A 1984 Cleveland Plain Dealer article by Thomas 
Andrzejewski noted discrepancies in the story and 
felt the location was at 4006 – 4008 Bridge Avenue



Raising Questions

• In 1988, Jim Mesker found that the Cooperage site 
was owned by Michael Heisman while the house two 
doors down was owned by Sarah Heisman.



Raising Questions



Raising Questions

• Craig Bobby fully documented the location in 
2002 and with this evidence wrote to the Ohio 
History Office about moving the marker to the 
correct location. 

• Christopher Busta-Peck also confirmed the location 
in his 2009 blog post for Cleveland Area History.  
http://www.clevelandareahistory.com/2009/11/birthplace-of-john-w-heisman.html

http://www.clevelandareahistory.com/2009/11/birthplace-of-john-w-heisman.html


3928 Bridge Avenue



How did the Error Occur?

• 1905 ordinance for street name changes

• 1894-1895 Street numbering changes

– Some streets had the odd and even numbers 
change sides of the street



Finding the House

• 1869 Cleveland City Directory has Michael 
Heisman living at 183 Bridge Avenue

• Tax Duplicates show taxes owed for East half 
of Sub Lot 593 of Barber and Lord’s Allotment

• Cuyahoga County Fiscal Officer records 
recording sale of the property to Sarah 
Heisman in 1868



Finding the House

• “Situated in the city of Cleveland county of Cuyahoga and state of 
Ohio and known as the East half of sub lot number five hundred 
and ninety three in Barber and Lord’s allotment or subdivision in 
said city and is situated on Bridge Street, north side and between 
Reynald’s and Kentucky Streets and known as 183 on said Bridge 
Street.”

• Reynald’s error for Randall



“MOVING” THE MARKER



Proposed Treatment



THANK YOU


