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Fireboat History

 September 7, 1884 –
Largest Fire in the City’s 
history

 September 21, 1884-
Multiple arson fires in 
lumber district

 These events call 
attention to the need for 
a fireboat

 1886 – First Fireboat 
launched

 1894 – Second Fireboat 
launched



Engine Company 15



Engine Company 15



Land History



 The City of Cleveland obtained the property from 
Florence and William Boardman for $35,000 in 
February 1899

 “A new house for the crew of fireboat Engine Co. 15 
was finished late in 1920 (occupied January 1921) at 
1283 Riverbed Road on the west bank of the 
Cuyahoga. Prior to that time, the crew had quarters 
and a workshop further up the river.” – The Cleveland 
Fire Department Commemorative Book.

HISTORY



1925, Courtesy of the Western Reserve Fire Museum



February 11, 1934 - the boat was 
taken out of service considered 
inoperable. The City did not have 
money to replace it and company 
disbanded.  Station vacated by fire 
department. 

December 1935 – Eliot Ness hired 
as the City Safety Director

History



From 1937 until 1952 it was known as 
the “Riverbed Academy”

First classes for the newly created 
traffic-safety program initiated 
including field sobriety testing and 
accident investigations

On June 15, 1937 the first formal police 
training class  started in the building

History



Courtesy of the Cleveland Police Museum



 Also served as the Harbormaster’s office

 Renovated for use as a fire station in 1954 and re-
established Fireboat Engine Co. 15

 January 1964 – Company disbanded and property vacated

 1972 – Long Shore Sailboats

 1974 – International Longshoreman’s Association

 1980 – Part of Heritage Park II

 1986 – Flats Oxbow Association

 2011 – Vacant

History



1938, Courtesy of the Cleveland Police Museum



1939, Courtesy of the Western Reserve Fire Museum



February 1939, Courtesy of the Cleveland Police Museum



Courtesy of the Cleveland Police Museum



1946, Courtesy of the Cleveland Police Museum



1995, Courtesy of the Western Reserve Fire Museum



Current Conditions
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