CLEVELAND LANDMARK
NOMINATION

FORMER CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTMENT RIVERBED

ACADEMY (aka FORMER CLEVELAND FIRE DEPARTMENT
ENGINE COMPANY 15 FIREBOAT STATION)

1283 RIVERBED STREET
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Fireboat History

September 7, 1N
Largest Fire in the City’s

history

* September 21, 1884-
Multiple arson fires in
lumber district

+ These events call
attention to the need for
a fireboat

+ 1886 — First Fireboat
launched

* 1894 — Second Fireboat
launched



Engine Company 15




Engine Company 15
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* The City of Cleveland obtained the property from
Florence and William Boardman for $35,000 in
February 1899

+ “Anew house for the crew of fireboat Engine Co. 15
was finished late in 1920 (occupied January 1921) at
1283 Riverbed Road on the west bank of the
Cuyahoga. Prior to that time, the crew had quarters
and a workshop further up the river.” — The Cleveland
Fire Department Commemorative Book.



1925, Courtesy of the Western Reserve Fire Museum



History

February 11,1934 - the boat was
taken out of service considered
inoperable. The City did not have
money to replace it and company
disbanded. Station vacated by fire
department.

December 1935 - Eliot Ness hired
as the City Safety Director




From 1937 until 1952 it was known as
the “Riverbed Academy”

First classes for the newly created
traffic-safety program initiated
including field sobriety testing and
accident investigations

On June 15, 1937 the first formal police
training class started in the building

NESS TALKS WiTH
CHIEF OF G-MEN

biscusses City’s Problems,
Training of Policemen
- With Hoover.

POLICE SCHOOL UP
TONESS' NEW AID

Task Set for Chamberlin
When Next Contingent of
Rookies Arrives

—_——

FINISHES POLICE COURSE

Cleveland Tleutenant Completes
Class leld by G-Men.

A Clevelander, Lieut. Patrick Len-
ahan of the Sixtn Precinct, Broad-
way S. E. and E. 55th Street, was

one of a number of police officers
throughout the country who com-
pleted 2 twelve-week course yes-
terduy &t ‘the Nationa! Police Acad-
emy, conducted by the federal bu-
reau of investigation at,Washington.
Diplomas were presented by J. Ed-
gar Hoover, chlef oi the bureau.
Selected to attend the school by

:-‘:&“-Alaum?_lhhtmﬂ!' Safety Director Etliot Ness, Lieut.
LR 3
tlman nis deper and Lenahan studied the most modern
Lo e Separiments. methods of crime detection and po-
e e e & lice administration. He was ap-
CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER, TUESDAY, JUGNE 15, 1937,
Louts J. Karnosh ] Chiet Police Prosecutor Perry A.|lieutenant -
‘ B R RU M' |S¢cm.m:;g * m:.r.mhm?,a gtemm;dnp.mqnww
Mayor Harold H. Burton. I c“':n"-“':,“;';"‘;"t‘”@"‘- George P. Lueu.Cl)'den.xunu
Chamberlin, his|squad in this district and William J. | and
mmm«memamumusuw Reuwplm“‘
Secret Service Bureau bere. They 11020
‘business and civic figures will at- 4 0 cmc
tend the inauguration of the acade- | Will also include courses on psy %w
at 10:30 this morming. chiatry by Dr. Karnosh, on psy- ‘%
| = Sl - Ready chology by Dr. A Ceswell Elis s‘.‘.‘:""‘“ t
{ Police Academy Open Today tocloded In the: iy p. | Dead of Cleveland Callage on fluid | 522s, % b S b
- - 3 i Avenus N, 3
| 1o Teach Police Science | ot o Bl o ement sioce | 220 autopsy by County Coromer |y 3P ISR it
| dummy as the corpse, in which| Ness yesterday told the recruits e e T
BY RALPH KELLY mdohl::‘ﬂm o:ndm that the Police Academy gave them Coranty ia] Avenive S B Thos "‘I'LSF 7
: The most ambitious attempt ever w:i:m sined and tested, .l‘i s sir i 14021, Diwin A ad

jmdg in the city to train young! Included also are ballistics, finger-
_policemen for their jobs will be be-: : print and phot:

gun this morning at the newly-es-- m‘:‘e‘:‘?d‘bmw
“tablished Police Academy in the: last mhﬂmb, Ne-l hn” attend
old fire tug quarlers at 1282 River-: the school of the Federal Buresu
bed Avenue S. W, in the Flats. : of Investigation. He will be assist-
| Twenty recruits appointed vester- edhyotheraﬂeus department

.day by Safety Director Eliot Ness: Courses will include 1

‘1nbeginnthree-mﬂ\mminm and gau laws md euy




E TRRAINING SCHool .
» ARN DEAN OF SCHOOL, 3 JUNE /7,37
WRAFFIC. TONN SAMMAN,

Courtesy of the Cleveland Police Museum
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Also served as the Harbormaster’s office

Renovated for use as a fire station in 1954 and re-
established Fireboat Engine Co. 15

January 1964 — Company disbanded and property vacated
1972 — Long Shore Sailboats

1974 — International Longshoreman’s Association

1980 — Part of Heritage Park Il

1986 — Flats Oxbow Association

2011 — Vacant



Museum
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Courtesy of the Cleveland Pol
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1939, Courtesy of the Western Reserve Fire Museum



February 1939, Courtesy of the Cleveland Police Museum




John P. Nantell - 4th from left, Elliot Ness - black tie - center

Courtesy of the Cleveland Police Museum
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1946, Courtesy of the Cleveland Police Museum




1995, Courtesy of the Western Reserve Fire Museum




Current Conditions
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