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City Planning Staff:

- STAFF REPORT –

February 6, 2026FW2026-03 – Smyrna Church

FWDRAC recommended schematic approval 

with conditions on 2/4/26: 

• Provide materials sheet and detail on front canopy 

entrance

• Remove old curb cuts no longer in use

• Explore secondary access off West 55th Pl

• Committee is supportive of rear yard variance for 

development

Planning staff recommends approval with 

recommendations to:

• Improve screening and/or move parking further 

away from south house

• Provide adequate dumpster access 

• Note that project will require rear yard variance

Far West Design Review

DRAC Recommendations:



Cleveland City Planning Commission

February 6, 2026

Mandatory Legislative Referrals



February 6, 2026

Mandatory Legislative Referrals

Ord. No. 96-2026 (introduced by Council Member Starr) Designating the 

Wellman-Seaver-Morgan Company Building as a Cleveland Landmark.



Historic Building Preservation      Architectural History      Historic Preservation Planning
 

                 

naylorwellman.com

Wellman-Seaver-Morgan Co. Building 
 Cleveland, Ohio  

Cleveland Landmarks Designation

January 8, 2025



a

Wellman Seaver Morgan Company – Hydraulic Turbines Catalogue 1915 – Cleveland Works



W-M-S 

7000 Central Ave.

1902-03, 1917, 1931, 
ca. 1950s, one to 
three-story 
Manufacturing and 
Foundry complex is 
irregular in plan, 
made up of 
rectangular brick and 
steel frame buildings 
designed and built by 
and for the Wellman-
Seaver-Morgan 
Engineering Company. 



W-M-S 7000 Central Ave.



W-M-S 7000 Central Ave.



W-M-S 7000 Central Ave.



1913 Sanborn



1927 Hopkins



1953 Sanborn







Significance under Criterion A 

  Industry & Invention
 

Designers and builders of complete steel works, specialized metallurgical plants. 
The company had an international reputation for engineering some of the largest 

material-handling projects ever constructed. 

• 1896 The Wellman-Seaver Engineering Company was founded by the inventor 
of the first open-hearth furnace in the U.S.A., Samuel T. Wellman, his brother, 
Charles H. Wellman, and John W. Seaver, to engineer and design steel mills 
and industrial plant equipment. 

• 1900 Descriptions of the Wellman-Seaver semi-automated electrically 
operated charging system for open hearth furnaces in USA, a labour-saving 
device which handled a half ton charge at a time[1] and the Wellman tilting 
furnace[2]. 

• 1903 Thomas R. Morgan joined the firm, which was incorporated as the 
Wellman-Seaver-Morgan Company. That enabled it to acquire the Webster, 
Camp & Lane Company of Akron, manufacturer of mining machinery and iron- 
and coal-handling equipment. 

• Vice President, George Hulett, invented the Hulett unloader, which 
revolutionized the Great Lakes ore industry. 

• Wellman-Seaver-Morgan won contracts from all over the world, so it 
concentrated on expanding its material-handling equipment. 

• 1930 Name changed to the Wellman Engineering Company. 

• 1931 Added excavating buckets to its product line when the firm acquired the 
G. H. Williams Company of Erie, Pennsylvania. 

 

• 1954 McDowell, Inc., also of Cleveland, an international construction and 
engineering firm, acquired Wellman; this enabled McDowells to achieve 
its goal of erecting turnkey plants for basic industries. 

• 1963 The companies were merged as the McDowell-Wellman Engineering 
Company, with its headquarters in the Vulcan Building at 113 St. Clair 
Avenue, Cleveland. 

• Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, McDowell-Wellman built coal docks 
and port loading facilities. 

• 1978 Helix Technology Corp. of Massachusetts purchased McDowell-
Wellman and sold its bulk material-handling unit and research centre to 
the Dravo Corporation of Pittsburgh. 

• 1980 Dravo reorganized the Cleveland units as the Dravo Wellman 
Company, which was sold off to Blyden-Alice in 1988. 

 



Significance under Criterion A 

  Industry & Invention
 

The company made “marvelous  and invaluable” contributions to steel making 
producing equipment such as:

▪ Blast-Furnace Skip Hoists
▪ Bridges Ore, Coal Stocking, Rehandling
▪ Buckets: Clamshell and Draglines
▪ Cars: Ore and Coke Transfer, Coal Charging, Larry, Ingot, 

Open Hearth Charging, Car dumping
▪ Coke Oven Machinery
▪ Cranes: Gantry, Shipbuilding, Hammerhead, Floating
▪ Furnaces: Open Hearth, Soaking Pig, Continous, 

Annealing, and Reheating
▪ Gas Producers
▪ Hoists
▪ Ore-Handling Machinery
▪ Uploaders  (Ore, Coal, Limestone from Boats)
▪ Hydraulic Turbines
▪ Valves – Gas and Air Reversing
▪ Welded Structures

 



1901  
 























They also assisted with 
World War II war efforts 
receiving the Army-Navy 
E Award  for war 
production.  One unique 
wartime production item 
was the Mooring Mass 
for Dirigibles, Telescope, 
and Traveling Types.



W-M-S 7000 Central Ave.

Samuel T. Wellman

Prominent Cleveland engineers meeting 
at the Warner & Swasey Company 
Building, 5701 Carnegie Ave., Building 
Entry, Photo 1916  
include:
First Row left to right: 
Edward P. Burrell, Leslie P. Stauffler, Dr. Charles S. 
Hastings,  Alexander Duval, James P. McDowell, ? 
Pearce, Jr., Dr. John S. Plaskett, Ambrose Swasey, 
Worcester R. Warner, Dr. W.J. Hussey, Samuel T. 
Wellman, Charles F. Brush, Major P.S. Pond, Frank 
A. Scott    
Rear Row left to right:
Dr. R.H. Curtis, George A. Decker, E.D. Pearce, Dr. 
Hyde, Dr. John A. Prashear, Francis F. Prentiss, A.C. 
Cook, Elbert H. Baker, William D.P. Alexander, 
Lyman H. Treadway  

Source: Cleveland Public Library Photo 
Collection.  



Samuel T. Wellman  
1909

Samuel T. Wellman was an American steel 
industry pioneer, industrialist, and prolific 
inventor. Charles M. Schwab of Bethlehem 
Steel described Samuel T. Wellman as "the 
man who did more than any other living 
person in the development of steel."  He was 
granted nearly 100 patents, including the 
Wellman Hydraulic Crane, the Open-Hearth 
Charging Machine, the Rolling Mill 
Manipulator, and the Electro-Magnet for 
lifting iron and steel.

He was also the founder of the Wellman 
Bronze & Aluminum Company, located at 
Woodland & 93rd Street (demolished) which 
made parts for the Peerless Auto Company.



Samuel K. Wellman, Holly G., William, Samuel T.  1886
Born in Wareham, Mass – son of a Nashua Iron Co. 
Superintendent, attended Norwich University, 
Vermont

Samuel T.  2/5/1847 – 7/11/1919



Wellman Bronze & Aluminum Company, located at Woodland & 93rd Street 
(demolished) which made parts for Peerless Auto Company.



Holly G. Wellman



Ambroise Swasey & Wife, Samuel T. and Wife 1900, Egypt

His 8803 Euclid Avenue home (now stands the CCF Police Dept) 
and his country estate in Lake County – Wellcomfield have been 
razed.



February 6, 2026

Mandatory Legislative Referrals

Ord. No. 95-2026 (introduced by Council Member Polensek) Designating 

the Beachland Ballroom and Tavern (former Croatian Liberty Home) as a 

Cleveland Landmark.



Beachland Ballroom and Tavern
(former Croatian Liberty Home)

15711 Waterloo Avenue



clevelandohio.gov

Site Overview



History

• Immigration to America
• Large numbers settling in 

Pittsburgh and Cleveland
• Peaked in 1910
• Settled near industrial centers



History

• Creation of religious, fraternal, 
social and political groups

• Croatian Liberty Group
• 1906

• Croatian Club opened on lot in 
1937



Architects

• Paul Matzinger & Rudolph Grosel
• 1948-1957

• Paul Matzinger
• 1870-1964
• Six-decade career

• Rudolph Grosel
• 1909-1974
• 30-year career
• Grosel and Jencen 

Cinematreasures.org

Cleveland Memory Project


