
Old John Marshall
High School Building

15149 Lorain Avenue



Rockport Township (est. 1819)
1874 Map



From Rockport to West Park

1892 Map

Rockport Special School District



Rockport Hamlet 1892-1902
1901 Plain Dealer

1903 Map

Rockport Special School District

Built in 1899



Rockport Hamlet 1892-1902; Rockport Village 1902-1913; West Park Township

Central High School
(or Rockport Village High School 

or Lincoln High School)

~1909 Postcard

NEW~1899

History of John Marshall High School



Village of West Park 1913-1921

West Park High School
(or West Park Lincoln High School)

NEW~1910

West Park Historical Society
From Rockport to West Park



Architects 
William Bohnard and Raymond Parsson

Bohnard and Parsson office - CPL

West Park Town Hall - CPL

Fellowship Baptist Church of Christ



City of West Park 1921-1923

West Park High SchoolNEW~1916

History of John Marshall High School

History of John Marshall High School



City of Cleveland 1923-1932

John Marshall 
High School

History of John Marshall High School



“The school already has every spot except its front lawn filled by portables” 
September 9, 1931 Plain Dealer

History of John Marshall High School

History of John Marshall High School



The new John Marshall High School
Pre-2013 demolition2003

Under construction



City of Cleveland 1937-1946

1932 Plain Dealer

1932 Plain Dealer

Ideas for the site post-John Marshall
Elementary School
Junior High School

War Housing
Community Space



City of Cleveland 1937-1946

West Park Y.M.C.A.

Current West Park Branch YMCA; dedicated 19571950 Sanborn Map

1935 Plain Dealer



City of Cleveland 1946-1961

Leopold Brothers 
Furniture

1950s Leopold’s Fine Furnishings

1905 Plain Dealer

1959 Plain Dealer



Down West 152nd St

1957 BZA Case

Current



City of Cleveland 1961-1986

Leopold Brothers 
Furniture

NEW~1961

1979 Plain Dealer

From Rockport to West Park



City of Cleveland 1986-2013

Bill Lake Buick/
Ganley Dodge West

~2010



City of Cleveland 2013-2019

Glass Block 
Headquarters

2017



City of Cleveland 2019-today

The Wash House and 
Café

(Old John Marshall Lofts)

2019 Permit Drawings



Cleveland Landmarks Commission Nomination Criteria:
X The historic property exemplifies the cultural, economic, social or historic heritage of the City.

X The historic property’s location or its singular physical characteristics represent the 
establishment or are a familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community or City.

• Additional windows openings added to the west and east 
elevations on the 1899/1910 sections sometime after 1916

• Covered side porch on east elevation of 1899/1910 building, 
construction date not known

• New windows began to be installed after 2016

1899
1910

1916
1961

2019



1899

2025

Significance:
• One of the two last remaining West Park municipal buildings pre-annexation

• Growth and development of Rockport Township to Village/City of West Park to Cleveland’s West Park 
neighborhood



A History of Cuyahoga County and the City of Cleveland – William Coates

Cleveland Architects Database

Cleveland Historical

Cleveland Memory Project

Cleveland Municipal School District

Cleveland Public Library

Cuyahoga County Fiscal Office

Cuyahoga County Ohio GenWeb

Encyclopedia of Cleveland History

From Rockport to West Park - Ralph A. Pfingsten

Furniture World Magazine

HaithiTrust

Leopold’s Furniture

Plain Dealer Historic

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

The History of John Marshall High School, Cleveland Ohio – Ralph A. Pfingsten

True Tales of West Park – Gary Swilik

West Park Historical Society

West Park Then and Now – Ralph A. Pfingsten and Gary Swilik
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