
CITY OF CLEVELAND 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS BOARD 

YOUTH DIVERSION PROGRAM 

The Youth Diversion Program is a joint effort between the city of Cleveland and Cuyahoga 

County Juvenile Court. The program's goal is to divert youth offenders who have committed 

non-violent, low level offenses, from the official court process. The Youth Diversion Program 

addresses the youth's delinquent behaviors and resolves the matter in the community, while 

still holding the youth accountable for their actions. 

How it Works: 

When a complaint is filed against a youth, the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor's Office will 

determine if a youth is eligible for the Youth Diversion Program. If eligible, they will forward the 

youth's information to the Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court's Early Intervention and Diversion 

Center {EIDC) where the staff will complete risk/needs assessments on each youth. The EIDC 

staff will then refer the youth to the Youth Diversion Program. The Youth 

Diversion Program staff will contact the parent/guardian and offer the program to them; 

participation is voluntary. Each youth that agree to participate will attend a diversion 

meeting with their assigned caseworker. At the diversion meeting, the caseworker will give the 

youth accountability-based assignments (example assignments are listed below) to complete 

and will refer them to community resources as needed. Once a youth completes their 

assignments, their case will be closed out of the diversion program and the EIDC staff is 

notified. Youth who re-offend or fail to complete assignments, will be terminated from the 

program and referred back to the court for further action. 

Examples of assignments given to youth may include the following: 

• Apology letters to victims or parents

• Volunteer work

• Curfew restrictions

• Essays

• Financial restitution

• School monitoring

• Participation in pro social activities
• Participation in job readiness/work experience programs
• Referral to drug and alcohol education/assessment

• Referral for mental health counseling or anger management

Program location: 65 Erieview Plaza, Room 135, Cleveland, OH 44114 

Phone numbers: 216-664-6344 or 216-664-6250 

Fax number: 216-420-8015 
























